Forestand widh 
Benefits on 
Private Land 


M any peopk beleve piotectng wilde habitat is n- 
com patbE with growmng tees fora pwft. However, 
tm berharvestng is offen an econom calway to m- 
prove wid habitat. By combning some basi prn-— 
cbs of forestm anagem entw ith an undezstandng of 
widife needs, Andowneys can take fulladvantage of 
tm ber harvestng as a w idle m anagem ent tool 
RegawEss ofwhethera Andowneris considerng 
cutting a few frewood tees orhavng a commeral 
tmbersak, some carefulpAnnng i n ower.W hie 
the conditon of the wood4nd is very mponrtant, a fr 
estowners obectives orgoals forthe And akophya 
large WE nthe decision to cut. 

Prm ary goal fora forestownercan range any-— 
wher fom tmber production and rwcreaton, to wih- 
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fe habiatand watershed protecton.O ffen the And-— 
ownerdesies to meet severmlobectwves, some of 
which may conflict w ith others. Most w idle needs, 
however, can be met without detractng from other 
goals. 

Affera Andownevr'’s obecties are defined, som 
even tougher questions arse when deciding wher 
and which tees to cut. The Andownerhas two basic 
chores when deciding which forestm anagem ent sys— 


tem to use: uneven-aged m anagem entand even-aged 
m anagem ent. Both systems can be com patbk w ih 
widtf habitat devebpm ent, but which is best suited 
fora woodbt depends on the forest conditons, tact 
size and Andownerobectwes. 


Even-aged management @bove) requires the harvestng of tees nn solid bbcks, whie uneven-aged management belbw) n- 


volves the sekction of ndividual trees throughout a stand. 


Uneven-aged Managem ent For Trees 


OfANAges 


Ths forest management system attempts to keep thiee or 
mow diferent ages of tees ntem ngFEd thwughout the 
woodbt. Many woodHnd owners Ike ths system of se- 
Bctve cuttng to meet mubbk obectwes. As wih any fpr 
est management system, mast producton 3s hyh pronty. 
Mast is the fmtoftees and shmbs. Haw mast’ nchdes 
the nuts of oak, hrkory, wahut, etc. and 8 usualy fom 
the talest tees. ‘“Softmast” nclides the fmts of dog- 
wood, grape, blackbeny, etc., that ar commony found n 
the bwer Evelofthe fprest. 

Acoms ar a prmary fod source n oak-hikory fo- 
sts. Years ofacom ciwp fail can have harsh effects on 
wibdlf popubtons. Mantanng a wie varety of tees 
can hep guam aganst such years by providing mast fom 
other knds of tees. h sekctve tmber saks, stnve to 
Bave a combnatbn of the vardus ied oaks, whie oaks 
and hickores abng wth a varety of other mast producnhg 
tees Ike wahut and pecan. 

W id offen sufers fom the bss of too many haw 
mastproducng tees n the uneven-aged system . Sekctive 
harvests most commonly cut the hige tees to albw the 
smaler and Ess vigorous tees and sapings to giow fr 
the next cuttng. Howevey, the Birger tees are the ones 
which produce the most mast. Leavng an occasbnal good 
nutproducng tee or grup of tees wilpmwvile withe 
food. Or to maxm ve fnancaél tum, Fave a Esser quality 
group of tees. About 25 oaks peracie, at East 14 nches 
nh dametey ar usualy enough. 

Sof— mast provides wide with a varety of foods dur 
hg years of good acom productbn. Howevey, t becomes 
vialy mportant durng years of poor acom production. 
Many tmes, a seEctwve tmber sak wil cut taker soft~mast 
tees which ar mportant to wid such as bhAckgum, 
hackbery and persmmon. Keepng some of these tees 
w ilbene fit w idl. 

Nomal bggng operatons abo sometmes needEssy 
cut or damage smaltr sof—tm astproducng tees n the un- 
derstory. These tees and pants nclde dogwood, huckE- 
bery, spcebush, hawthom, mubery, sumac, combeny, 
will wse, grape, greenbrey, wdcedar, backhaw, serwre- 
bery, Cawina buckthom and eastem wahoo. Smpy mak- 


Tees such as sassafras, backgum , dogwood, mubeny and paw- 
paw ar mportant sof mast prwoducess. 


ng a tmber operator aware that these tees are desitabk 
for widhf coull aid n ther pwtecton. 

A thid and equaly mportant sourwe of food for wit- 
Te is browse. Biowse is a combnaton of pBnts, weeds, 
grasses, woody vines and shumibs found on ornearthe fer 
est fbor that is eaten by widif.As with soft mast 
producng pnts, browse needs sunlight to ht the forest 
foor n omer to grow. For this wason, seEctve tm ber har 
vests usualy decrease the amount of browse. 

Harestng groups of tees rather than ndwiduakb wil 
yeduce this probrbm. Another opton s to smpy thn some 
portons of the forest. For exam pk, the bomer between a 
woodlnd and a fell woul be an teal bcatbn to cut 
some ext tees. Other Ike) areas woul be the bowers 
of bg deckng areas or sawm il sites. PAntng some E- 
gume food pbts or canyng out one ormorw small ckar 
cuts woul abo pwvile mor bmwwse. 

W ith pwpermanagement, a forest can alo provide 
very INportant cover needed by most anmak. Howevey 
tmber saks offen pose a threat to den tees. These lvng, 
holbw tees ar necessary fr the suwwalof caviynestess 
whik otheranmak use them forescape cover. h a har 
vest, ~emovng some den tees may be wequied, butm any 
can and shoul be Bf. 

Snags, or standng dead tees, deserve equal con- 
sideraton. Cuttng down snags can mean the bss ofa 1red- 
taied hawk’s favorte perch, a woodpeckers favorte feed-— 
hg grmunds, ora bid’s nestng sit. 

The undezstory can abo pwvoe vababk pwtecton 
from weather and predators. Stacks of tee tops and Imbs 
Bf by bggers provoe exta giwund cover. To make ths 
easey bggers can cut two or three tees so thertops knd 
hn the same spot. Compactng the tops with a 4-wheel 
drve skider, or pushng the exta bgs nto a heap wil 
provile a good home to 1eptieés, amphbans, and small 
anak. 


Even-aged Managem ent For Trees Of 
EqualAge 


Even-aged management wsuts n stands of tees whirh 
are neary the same age. When propery carred out, ths 
system maxmzes tmber pwducton and benefits with 
habitat. The most common type of tmber harvest assocat- 
ed wth even-aged management is a small cbarzcut For the 
frst fve years affera smal cEarcut, wide food pwo- 
ducton soars. Vauabk escape and nestng covey, as well 
as browse, is avaibbk first fom the wmans of fled tees 
and then fom the lish regiwwth. Howevey, Awe, n- 
discrm nate cEarcuts can have a adverse effect. 

Folbwng ar some constertons to be ncomorated 
nid an even-aged management pln to benefit the overall 
wid habitat: 


1.C Barcuts are mostbenefcalto wide when they ae 
small 7 t0 15 acres). If hie areas mustbe ckarcut, 
consider dong tovera perod of years rather than at 
one tme. Ifths s not possbk, try breakng up the hige 
areas by Bavng a smallstrp of uncut tmber through 
the m ddk. Better yet, break tup nto megubry shaped 
areas to provile wid wih forest edge. The strps 


shou be megukr n with, but shouH be wile enough 
to stil shade the ground. Rudgetops, man water dan-— 
ages, or side holbws are good bcatbns to Eave these 
steps which pwvile widli€ food whié the cEamuts are 
wgeneratng. 

2. C Barcuts, especaly Liger ones, shout be megubr n 
shape and fitted to the Andscape. Ths maxm Zes the 
am ount of ckarcut bomer and abo makes cuts mow 
pkasng to the eye. Avo square, rctanguby or rgu- 
ry shaped bbcks. 

3.C Barcuts shoul be beated on a varety of soiltypes. For 
exam pk, if four cBarcuts ar needed, one may be beat 
ed on a rdgetop, one n a bottom And, one on a noxth- 
facng hillside, and one on a south-facng hide. Ths, 
too, Wilensur a varety of tees and ground covey, be- 
cause the mor fete soilwilrespond fasterwith a dé 
ferent pant specs than the drer sois. 

4, Leave some snags and den tees abng the edges ofthe 
ckarcuts to ensure piwtectdn for certan knds of wit- 
life. The number tt) Bave depends on avaibbilty and 
overall obectwes. 

5.P hn for adequate mast prwoducton. h some cases, ths 
may mean postponng a cEarcut. 

6. Leave a buffer zone on both stiles of steams fbw ng 
through cEarcuts to prevent excessve wam ng of the 
waters. IEsteam bank ewsin 5 nota threat, some tees 
may be rem oved. The with of buffer zones vares wih 
the sze ofa steam, buta 100-fot zone is usualy the 
mnmum necessary to pwtect any pemanent steam. 


7. Before designatng an area for ckarcuttng, t shou be 
thowughy nspected to ensur t does not nclde frag- 
ie habitats or special features that woul be hamed by 
cbarcuttng (sormgs, caves, natural ponds, endangered 
specks, etc.). 


Selecting Your Logger 


Many Hndownerzs fnd they do not have the tme, money 
ormeans to cany out wittif management zecomm enda- 
tons. Tmber saks can sole ths pwbkrm by proving n- 
come that can be put back to work forwilt. h other 
wos, good And management ncldes puttng some 
money back nto the source. Tmbersaks can be a et 
atwely nexpensyve way to accomplish widlf man- 
agement with the rght tmber cutter and skuder dryer. 

W hether you go through personal contacts ora fomal 
biddng, the rght tm ber operator must understand and be 
wilng to work wth you to ach®ve your goak. Ian oper- 
ator Acks the needed equim ent, or feb your obectves 
ar unreasonabk, bok for another bgger. If all contactois 
feel this way, w-adust your rquiements and try agan. 
Above al, do not gve up your w idle pAn st because 
the first contactor found t unreasonabk. If however, the 
phn wquies a btofwork orthe use ofm achneyy and is 
costly to the bgger, be prepared to accepta reduced prre 
for the tmber. Both partes can amost always reach a fa- 
vorabE agreement, pethaps with the hep of a pmfsspnal 
forester. 


To best bene ft w idle, ckarcuts shou be even} distrbuted throughout the area wih ampk buf€r strps between sis. 


Tim berSak Contracts 


Affer choosng the tm ber operator, a weliprepared tm ber 
sak contact is necessary to defend the ntersts ofboth 
buyerand seler.Avoid ‘hand-shake agireem ents”.A Egak 
Ybndng contractkeeps a bgger fiom failng to perom a 
specifed task and prevents a Andowner fom makng Ast 
m nute changes thatm ghtpmwve costly to the operator. 

To enhance wid habitat, proper negotaton wilat 
bw tmber operators to carry out some ofthe plbwng 
zecom mendations: 


1 Before cuttng, beate bg decking sites andf/rsawm il 
sites. 

2. Leave den tees, snags and other rwserve tees. These 

shoul be aleady be designated forthe cutter. Take ex 

ta car with tee felling and bg skidding operatons to 
avoid unnecessary dam age to these tees. 

3. Keep equipm entoutofcritcalareas glides, creeks, 
etc.) orareas to be Effuncut.Do notcause unnecessary 
dam age to steams and watemays wih skidding equp- 
mentorby bbckng them wth tee tops. 

4.Do not fallteée tops on fences, n steams orn frst 
openngs wher they’ not wanted. 

5. Keep ski tails and wads to am nium and use dis— 
creton when Byng out such tails. 

6. Constnict wide waterng hoks ifditmovng equb-— 
mentis avaiabe. 


(_) A typical even-aged management pln would include an n- 
tem ediate harvest to remove Esser quality ndividuals. @) The 
rem anning tees grow to maturity and @) are then harvested. 

(4) Follow-up work n the harvested area is required to achieve 
an ©) even-aged condition. 


7, Leave some bgs scattered nn the woods forgiwuse 
dumm ing bgs wtherthan skiddng them allnto a pik. 

8.Bunch tre tops where exta cover is needed, orrie 
overthem with a skiddderwhere debris is needed cbse 
to the ground. 

9.Lim taccess to areas by blbckmng certan wads afferthe 
sak, orby bckng gates atthe end ofeach workday. 

10. Do mop-up work on cEarcuts affercomm ercaltm ber 
i removed. 

12. C karoffbg deck and m ilsites affersak and sow the 
area w ith grass and Egume seeds. 


Desied tmbersak wsuts can ony be obtaned with 
proper supervision ofthe bggng operation. The person n 
charge shoul be prsentthe day the sak begns to make 
sur everyone understands the desied resuks. Ifthe oper- 
atormakng the contract negotatons is not present for the 
actualbggng work, fequent vists to the bggng sie will 
ensure the bgging crew is fulfillmg the contract. 

Prvyate Andowners who woud Ike heb dentifyng 
and reachng wid and frestgoals can contact the M is— 
sourlD epartm ent ofC onservation. The D epartm enthas 
prwfssibnaly taned frstess, w idl bobgists and con- 
servaton agents who are availabEk free ofchazge to heb 
landowners answer these questons. Landownexzs will fnd 
that sound conservaton and m anagem entof fest Ands 
can wsutmn ncwased fnanchlretums, m proved w idle 
habitat, and personalsatis faction. 
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